[Identification and bronchoscopic management of broncholithiasis].
To report the diagnostic experience for broncholithiasis, and to evaluate the value of flexible bronchoscopic management for the disease. The clinical data, radiological features, bronchoscopy findings, the effect and complications of bronchoscopic management in 31 patients with broncholithiasis admitted to changhai hospital of second military medical university and zhejiang Taizhou Hospital between 2000 and 2007 were retrospectively reviewed. There were 19 men and 12 women, the mean age was 58.6 +/- 12.6. There were 26 cases missed diagnosis, and 19 cases were misdiagnosis. The diagnosis was confirmed by chest CT combined with bronchoscopy in all the patients. Thirty-six broncholiths were revealed, of which 26 were intraluminal, 9 eroding in the bronchial wall, and 1 peribronchial. In 26 patients, 31 broncholiths were managed by flexible bronchoscope, and 25 broncholiths were successfully removed. The success rate for intraluminal free broncholiths was higher (23/25). One patient experienced hemoptysis of 300 ml after therapy, but no significant complications occurred in other patients. The diagnosis of broncholithiasis can be easily missed or misdiagnosed. Chest CT combined with bronchoscopy were useful methods for the diagnosis of the disease. Extraction of broncholiths with flexible bronchoscope is a safe and effective management, especially for intraluminal broncholiths.